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Trends

building, The Fitzgerald (www.thefitzgeraldcondos.com) in Harlem, sees a couple of factors
behind the trend: Older, retrofitted office buildings tend to come with nooks that lend themselves
to becoming small offices, and the home office tax deduction gives these spaces special appeal.

>>>31 WHARM UP TO COTTON Old jeans are finding
new life as home insulation material. Bonded Logic of Chandler,

Interior wall treatments besides paint

Why trendworthy: Easier to install; more personalized patterns, colors, textures. Ariz., manufactures UltraTouch Natural Cotton Fiber insulation,
which is made from 85 percent recycled denim and cotton
fibers. The Class A insulation contains no VOCs or formalde-
hydes and doesn't irritate skin. “It's very healthy and a great
recycled product. Made from denim waste, it's given a second
life,” says Sean Desmond, director of sales and marketing at
Bonded Logic. The insulation is treated with a 100 percent
natural borate mineral solution that is mold and fire resistant.
UltraTouch receives the maximum insulation performance
rating and is sold at retailers nationwide. €0ST: $0.50-$1.50
per square foot. www.bondedlogic.com

Less popular in recent years, wall treatments other than paint are making a comeback, says Atlanta-
based interior designer Brian Patrick Flynn, who cites several reasons: new bolder graphic wallpaper
patterns, some in shiny metallics and textured leathers, and easier and less costly application due
to new primers. Wallpaper is cropping up on a single focal wall, which saves money. Flynn predicts
more home owners will cover an entire wall with an enlarged photo printed in sections (left).

Do-it-yourself projects
Why trendworthy: Less costly, more personal.

The DIY trend keeps growing as home owners look to cut costs and return to basics. Instruction 3-D HDTV WHSH WHERE YOU FLUSH Toilets are one of the biggest
is readily available in classes, on the Web, and in books. Example: Designer Fu-Tung Cheng Why trendworthy: Images are becoming more lifelike. water hogs in the home, Seattle-based ecohaus has addressed
(www.chengdesign.com), who helped make concrete a chic, green material for interior surfaces, is this environmental challenge by promoting the Caroma Profile,
now helping even nonhandy home owners construct concrete countertops with his book and DVD, HDTVs display a beautiful picture, but they can't offer a 3-D presentation like your local a bathroom fixture that is part sink and part toilet. Users wash
Concrete Countertops Made Simple (Taunton Press, 2008). “The DIY movement represents a trend IMAX movie theater does. The reason: True high-definition 3-D in the home currently their hands in the toilet tank -

away from overly complex projects that require professional expertise. The simpler designs are lacks a standard and is still too expensive for most consumers. That should change, (cleaner than you might think). |
also more timeless and individualistic and more likely to touch the heart,” Cheng says. in part because electronics manufacturers are developing a standard format. When That water is then repurposed
that happens, prices should drop, says Dave Pedigo, senior director of technology for for future flushes. Its dual
Outdoor curtains CEDIA (the Custom Electronic Design and Installation Association), a national trade flush component reduces
Why trendworthy: Even backyard “rooms” require some privacy. association. water consumption by an
additional 40 percent to 70
As more people construct “rooms” in their backyards for purposes such as swimming, cooking . Relaxation retreats percent. The toilet and sink

and eating, and relaxing under a pergola, the need for curtains has arisen. New fabrics stand up Why trendworthy: Increased need to unwind. . combo is a great space saver

better to outdoor conditions and visually soften hardscape surfaces. They also screen out nosy in smaller bathrooms. COST:

neighbors, says designer Flynn. Fabric runs $12 to $80 per square foot, plus installation. Who cares about a home being a castle e il $499.99. www.ecohaus.com
when most just want a place to unwind?

2 S i : Atlanta architect Johnna Barrett , BOTTLE THE LIGHT U.K-based artist Sarah Turner turns
Dual-ﬂush, enVll‘OIlmentallY efficient tmlets, (www.barrettdesigninc.com) has g i plastic bottles into lampshades that are modern works of art.
plus more healthful designs , designed several relaxation rooms, : . The shades are individually designed and handcrafted, and
Why trendworthy: Greater recognition that liguid and & , where creature comforts include b 5 3 each is typically composed of 10 to 30 bottles. Turner started
solid waste bave different flush requirements. - natural materials, color kinetics, ; s repurposing bottles as a university student a few years ago
programmable LED lighting, 3 : y when it struck her that she and her housemates were discard-
Though widely available abroad, dual-flush toilets—with separate candlelight, aromatherapy, ! ing used bottles at an alarming rate. Turner’s recycled ReDe-
mechanisms to handle liquid or solid waste—are gaining a sound-blocking machine, sign line includes shades for various lamp styles, from floor to
attention here, says Lenora Campos with Toto USA, a leading . flat-panel TV with DVD player, : ceiling. Her signature “Cola 10" shade is made from ten plastic
toilet manufacturer (www.totousa.com). The main challenge refrigerator with purified D o Coca-Cola bottles. COST: $420. www.sarahturner.co.uk

isn't convincing home owners to buy the models, she
says, but getting them to remember to use the right
button. More companies may follow Toto's lead

to construct toilets with glazed concave rims

and water nozzles that repel bacteria and wall-
mounted models that make cleaning underneath |
easier. Toto's Aquia Il dual-flush models run from '

$457 to $686, while the company’s conventional L L
single-flush models range from $350 to $525. B ‘

water, and a door. Depending

on room size and amenities included,

a retreat room could cost from $3,000
to $10,000. m




